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“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” 
Romans 12:11 

Shepherd of Life  Administrative Staff 
 

Senior Pastor John Foster   (817) 395-2432 

Associate Pastor  Mark Hadley   (817) 915-4001 

Intern Pastor Jonathan Lys   (979) 255-4148 

Director, LSSC Rachel Adams   (830) 660-2382 

Communications & Office Coordinator  Andrea Wolz  (817) 658-8555 

Office Manager  Mitzi Cimino  (817) 937-2477 

Music Director Eddie Creel 

 

Welcome to Shepherd of  Life 
www.bluelamb.org - 817-460-0631 

 

We are thrilled that you have chosen to spend 
the morning with us.  As we worship, pray, and 
sing together, we hope that God's Spirit will fill 

your heart, and bring you joy and peace.   

Sunday Morning Schedule 
    
 8:30 Worship Service 
10:00  Worship Service and Education Classes for all ages (Children and Adult) 
 
We practice Open Communion.  Everyone is welcome at the Lord's table. 
Gluten-free wafers are available for those who are sensitive to gluten. 
 

Please give us the opportunity to send you a personal thank you by filling out 
one of the yellow cards found in the pew and placing it in the offering plate. 
 

All music in this bulletin is used with permission under CCLI license 
#20151260 and One license #A-739317. 
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 December 4, 2022 
 
Prelude                 
 

 
Welcome  
 

Leader: "Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need." (Hebrews 4)  On 
this Second Sunday of Advent, may the Lord be with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 
 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness (Congregation stands) 
 
 Leader: Most merciful God, 
 

People: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart: we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of Your son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
 Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you and 

for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

  

 People: Amen.  
 
 
Entrance Hymn                     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”          244 
                        
Apostolic Greeting 
 
 

 Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
 People: And also with you.   
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Advent Litany 
 
  Leader : Jesus Christ is the light ’ of the world, 
  People: The light no darkness can ’ overcome. 
 
 
  Leader:   The Spirit and the ’ church cry out: 
  People: Amen. ’ Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
  Leader: For with you is the foun ’ tain of life,  
  People: And in your light ’ we see light. 
     
 
    “Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, 
    You who sing creation’s story, shine on every land and race.  
 
    Mighty God of all creation, gentle Christ who lights our way. 
    Loving Spirit of salvation, lead us on to endless day.” 
 
Prayer of the Day 
(Congregation may be seated) 
 
 
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD    
[The Lutheran Church believes that the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
are the written inspired Word of God.  Shepherd of Life follows the lectionary, and the lessons 
may be found on the back of this worship bulletin.] 
 
First Reading  Isaiah 11:1-10                                            Back Cover 
  

 Reader: The Word of the Lord 
 People:  Thanks be to God!   
 
 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath          Page 8 

 
 
Second Reading    Hebrews 4:14-16               Back Cover 
  

 Reader: The Word of the Lord 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Special Music      
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(Congregation stands ) 
 

   “Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 
   You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, Alleluia.” 
 
Gospel Reading   Matthew 11:28-30                                         Back Cover 
 
 Before Reading: “Glory to you, O Lord.”  
  After Reading: “Praise to you, O Christ.” 
 
 (Congregation may be seated)     
 
 
Message      A CHRISTMAS TO-DO LIST            Pastor Mark Hadley 
                     

Hymn of the Day            “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”         256 
 
 
Opportunities for Growth and Service  
  
Joys and Concerns  
(If you have a prayer concern or prayer of thanksgiving you would like included in the 
bulletin, please call the church office.) 
 
 
Prayers of the Church  
 

   “In you O Lord, I have found my peace. 
   I have found my peace.” 
 
 

Apostle’s Creed (Congregation stands) 
 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the *holy catholic Church the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen. 

 
 
 

*the true Christian Church at all times 
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Sharing of the Peace 
  

     Presider: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
    People: And also with you. 
 

  (As a sign of God's peace, please take a moment to greet those around you.) 
 
 
THE GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
[By our tithes and offerings we say “Thank You” to God for all of our blessings. Your 
offerings support Shepherd of Life's ministry here, in our community, and around the world 
through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Thank you for prayerfully 
considering your sacrificial response.] 
 
Offering Prayer  
 

 Presider: Merciful Father 
 People:  We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -  
   ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
   Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus  
   Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
[The Lutheran church believes that Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine, and that 
through the reception of this sacrament, we receive the forgiveness of sins. You do not have 
to be a member in order to receive the Lord’s Supper at Shepherd of Life.  All are welcome!  
If you prefer to receive grape juice, simply point to the second communion assistant who 
will also be holding grapes for our children.] 
 
 
(Sung to the tune  “What Child is This”) 
 
 Leader:  What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 
   What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 
 
 People:  This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven. 
   Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna is given! 
 
 Leader:  What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 
   What stream of everlasting life, what precious love is given? 
 
 People:  This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine from heaven. 
   Oh, taste and see  and sing! The Word of God is given!  
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Consecration of the Elements  
  
The Lord’s Prayer 
(Congregation may be seated after prayer) 
 
Distribution of the Elements 
 
Communion Hymns  
  
  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”           254 
  “In the Singing”              466 
  “When Peace like a River”             785 
 
Doxology 
  
  “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
  Praise Him all creatures here below; 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.” 

  
Benediction 
 People: Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name”           534 
  
Dismissal 
  
 Leader: Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
  

Postlude 
 
 



 

8 

 

Peace 
 
The second candle of Advent is the Candle of 
Peace.  It is sometimes called the Bethlehem 
Candle to remind us of the place in which 
preparations were made to receive and cradle the 
Christ child.  Peace is a gift that we must be 
prepared for.  God gives us the gift of peace when 
we turn to him in faith.  We light this candle today 
to remind us that he brings peace to all who trust 
in him. 
  

 
Let us pray.  Loving God, thank you for the peace you give us through 
Jesus.  Help us prepare our hearts to receive Him.  Bless our worship.  
Guide us in all that we say and do.  We ask it in the name of the one born in 
Bethlehem.  Amen 
  
 
During the lighting of the Advent wreath we sing: 
  
“Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
Let the light banish darkness.    
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
Gently lead them homeward.” 
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12/4 Beverly Dittmer 
  

12/6  Godlove Fabisin  
 

12/7  Robert Blake  
 

12/8 Janet MacKay 
  

12/9 Kelly Campbell  
 Robin Lee  
 Keaton Becker  
 Fletcher Jackson  
 

12/10 Michael Brinkley  

Worship Participants 
  8:30 AM      10:00 AM 
Minister Assistant Sherri Wade    The Letts Family 
  

Altar Guild Chris & Sherri Wade  Ines Herrera, Sharon  
        Johnson 
 

Greeter  Scott Fields    Shirley Porter 
 

Prayer of the Day Tyna Oslie    Nora Coronado-Meyer 
 

Reader Jan Rogerson    Kristin Hadawi 
 

Ushers  Derek Kretschmer &   Joe Norris & Dennis   
 Diana Osborn   Bashore 
    
 

Coffee Clean-up       Maggie Lira   

 

12/4 
Joe and Bonnie 

Johnson 
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Public Domain 
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Public Domain 
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Used with permission under One License #A-739317 Used with permission under One License #A-739317 
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©1996 by Hope Publishing Company 

Contributors: Shirley Erena Murray, Carlton R. Young 

Tune: ©1996 by Hope Publishing Company 
Used with Permission  One License # A-739317 
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Public Domain 
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Contributors: Public Domain 

Tune: Edward J. Hopkins (1818-1901) Text: John Ellerton (1826-1893) 
Used with Permission  One License # A-739317 
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Shepherd of Life’s Youth and Family Page 

WE ARE ALMOST THERE!   
Final Rehearsal Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 10th, 9:00-11:00 am- Dress Rehearsal 
Sunday, December 11th at 9:00 am- Final Run-through 
 

The Christmas Program will be NEXT SUNDAY at the 10 am 
service.  

Christmas Program After 
Party, December 11!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The after program cast party will be 
down in the Fellowship Hall. Please 
drop by the Orange room to take off 
your costume before heading down 
there.   

 
Junior High & High School 

 

Sunday, December 18th 

Children's Church will be available 
during the sermon time on Christmas 

Eve at the 4:00 and 6:00 services 
 for ages 3-9 

We will be going out to lunch after the 10:00 
hour, doing our gift exchange, and playing 
Whirly ball. Wear your festive gear, bring 
money for lunch, and bring a wrapped $15 gift 
card for the exchange. Friends are welcome 
so please extend the invitation! 



 17 

 

 

 

 

Please join us after our 10:00 AM service TODAY 

in the Sanctuary for our 

 Annual Congregational Meeting.   

Advent Service & Fellowship  

This Wednesday 

 

6:00 pm 

Cookies, Cocoa, and Chardonnay (as well as some 

other goodies too!) Everyone is invited to bring their 

favorite Christmas cookies to share!  
 

7:00  pm 

Advent Service  

 Gifts are in the $30.00 range.   
 

We will also be accepting unwrapped gift donations 
for those who want to participate but are unable to get 

an angel. 
 

This Sunday — Adopt an Angel 
This Sunday & 12/11— Return gifts in a gift bag 

(no wrapping paper, please)  
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Christmas Events 
&Special Services  
Wednesday, 12/7 Advent Service and Fellowship -   6 pm to 8 pm 

 

Saturday, 12/10   Children’s Program Rehearsal  - 9 am to 11:30 am 

 

Saturday, 12/10   Progressive Dinner - 6 pm to 10:30 pm 

 

Sunday, 12/11  Children’s Program  - 10 am Service 

 

Sunday, 12/11  Children’s Program After Party  

 Immediately following the Program 

 

Saturday, 12/24  Christmas Eve Services  

 4 pm, 6 pm, and 11 pm 

 

Christmas Day  Pajama Service - One Service Only at 10 am 

 

Sunday, January 1   One Service Only at 10 am 
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 NEXT SUNDAY AT THE 10 O’CLOCK SERVICE 
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Let us come before Him with Thanksgiving… 
 
For the many opportunities for giving brought to us by the Christmas Season 
 

 

For I am the Lord who heals you… 
 

• For David Umbaugh who is recovering from having a pacemaker installed 
• For Delores Young who is now 90 years old and dealing with numerous health 

issues 
• For John Berven who is hospitalized 
• For Kim Doege who is recovering from major back surgery 
• For Don Blevins who is recovering from shoulder surgery 
• For the Blevins’ son-in-law who is in treatment for prostate cancer 
• For Lanell Hadley, her family, and her father Humberto.  He has been transitioned 

to hospice care after his recent f all and surgery. 
 
Your continued prayers are appreciated for… 
Val Hicks friend, Cheri; Norm Roberts; Mitzi Cimino; Susan Raven’s mother; John & 
Andrea Wolz’ friend, April; Jerri Osborn; Diana Osborn’s sister-in-law, Teri; Voise 
family friend, Bob Silver 
 
 
The Lord is filled with compassion for…  
 
 

• If you have a prayer request please contact Judy Pfretzschner at 
judyp16@yahoo.com.   

• There are prayer shawls in the chapel available for you to take to someone who is 
in need of comfort.  

• Our James 5 Ministry can arrange pre-surgery prayers in our chapel for you.  
Contact Cathy Racette at  grammashepherd@sbcglobal.net. 

Caring Ministries 
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• Procrastination. I start the day with the best of intentions, but just can’t get 

myself to follow through. I feel guilty and vow to do better tomorrow, but 
when tomorrow comes I find ways to avoid whatever I should be doing. 

 
• Prioritization. I often let urgent requests and smaller tasks take over my 

workday with little time for higher impact things. I feel like I work hard, but 
at the end of the day I’m not making enough progress on the things I really 
care about. 

 
• Work-life balance. I often find myself either doing work or worrying about 

work outside of work hours. I have a hard time disconnecting and being 
present for other priorities in my life – family, friends, exercise, hobbies, side 
projects, etc. 

 
• Overwhelm. I start most days with dozens of tasks on my plate. Despite 

having so much to do, I often feel paralyzed by the workload and have a hard 
time even getting started. 

 
• Focus. I know what I should be working on, but I just can’t seem to stay 

focused on it. Whether it’s coworkers tapping me on the shoulder, pings 
from Slack or gchat, or just a quick peek at social media, I often get 
sidetracked from the task I set out to do. 

 
• Over-commitment. I have a hard time saying no to things, especially when 

they’re interesting. I enjoy most of my commitments and take pride in being 
busy, but I feel myself getting stretched too thin to do really well at any one 
thing. 

When it comes to achieving your 
goals, what is your #1 biggest 

challenge right now? 

The Back Page 
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December 4, 2022                                SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 
First Reading – Isaiah 11:1-10 

 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  The spirit 
of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge 
for the poor and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness shall be the 
belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb; the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead 
them.  The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den.  They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  On that day the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious. 
 

Second Reading – Hebrews 4:14-16 
 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
. 
 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 11:28-30 
 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  


